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Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre Society 
40th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Sunday, March 17, 2019 

10:00 am, NEC Hall 
 
 
 

AGENDA  
 

1. Opening Prayer   

2. Welcome 

3.   Introduction of 2018 / 2019 Governors & Administrative Assistant 

4. Confirmation of Quorum (25 members including Governors) 

5. Receipt of Minutes of 2018 AGM 

7.    Receipt of 2018 Annual Report – Discussion 

8.    Old Business 

9.    New Business 

10.   Introduction of 2019 / 2020 Governors 

11.  Date of Next Year's AGM – March 15, 2020 

12.   Closing Prayer 

13.   Motion to Adjourn 
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2018/2019 NECS BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

        Trinity Catholic  Trinity United 
 

PASTORAL TEAM:        Fr. Jozef Kobos, SDS Rev. Foster Freed 
 
EXECUTIVE:  

Chairperson:        Jim Loftus      
Vice Chairperson:          Barb Dejonghe   
Treasurer:       Bob Smith                
Vice Treasurer:      Hugh Sproule (resigned 2018.12.31) 

    

COMMITTEES: 

Administration:              Jim Loftus   
     

Personnel:       Jim Loftus   Barb Dejonghe 
        Bob Smith   Ken Schmitke 
 

Maintenance:                 Mike Patterson  Ken Schmitke 
        Jainshaw    Garth Whittome 
   

Grounds, Security &      Mike Patterson  Hugh Sproule 
Safety:                        Dan Tettamanti 
       Lee Mason 
 

Kitchens:       Joan Stone   Barbara Dejonghe 
 

HVAC Project:      Mick Brzoza  Ken Schmitke 
      Jainshaw   Garth Whittome 
      Jim Loftus   Jim Franklin (ex-BOG) 

    

Accessibility Project:    Dan Tettamanti 
Ken Schmitke 

   

  Marketing:       Joan Stone   Barb Dejonghe 
     Bob Smith    Lee Mason 

 

40th Anniversary:      Joan Stone   Barb Dejonghe 
     

ADVISORY COMMITTEES TO THE BOARD: 
 

Trinity Garden Oversight Committee: 
Ted Rickard, Bonnie Palfy, Brad Luoma, Stella Robinson, Jim Loftus 
 

Kitchen Users Committee: 
Doris Landry, Ed McDonald, Barb Dejonghe 

 
 

APPOINTEES TO THE 2019/2020 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
(Fourteen Full Voting Governors / Positions) 

 

TRINITY UNITED TRINITY CATHOLIC 

Rev. Foster Freed Fr. Jozef Kobos, S.D.S 
Dan Tettamanti       one year Jim Loftus             two years 
Greg Beaveridge        two years Mick Brzoza  two years 
Doug McBride  two years Jainshaw             two years 
Ken Schmitke             one year Bob Smith  one year 
Garth Whittome          one year Joan Stone                 one year 
Vacant                         two years Mike Patterson one year 
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TRINITY UNITED MINISTER’S REPORT 

My Report this year, takes the form of an excerpt from the sermon I preached at the 

Ecumenical Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre, on the 

occasion of its 40th anniversary. 

 “Whatever else we offer this day, let us be certain to offer our profound gratitude for 

those who dreamed this place into existence, and the others who have helped sustain it for 

four decades.  I have it on the good authority of members of Trinity United, that on those 

occasions when they have visited Ireland, jaws can be seen to drop when folks on that 

island learn about an ecumenical centre on this island in which Protestants and Catholics 

worship and work in unity.  Do not underestimate the powerful statement the very existence 

of the Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre makes, in the midst of a world that bears the scars of 

countless human divisions, including the divisions that separate Christian churches from 

one another. The legacy of the past 40 years is an impressive one: one in which every 

member of Trinity Catholic parish and Trinity United congregation can rightly take pride.  

That having been said.   

 “It would be foolish to pretend that any of us have clarity as to what the next 40 

years will bring by way of challenge and possibility in the life of the two faith communities 

that sustain this ecumenical centre.  It goes without saying, although it really does need to 

be said, that the ways in which a changing North American culture has impacted the life of 

the church can—at times—take one’s breath away.  I am certain—back in February 1979—

that every member of what was, at the time, a large United Church congregation would 

have been gobsmacked had they been informed that Trinity United in less than a decade, 

would be reduced to a congregation with fewer than 20 members.  I raise that 

uncomfortable memory, not in order to rain on anyone’s parade this morning, but to make 

two points: first, that there is no reason to presume that the next 40 years will prove to be 

any less surprising and second, to paraphrase George and Ira Gershwin’s insistence that 

there are some things “that they can’t take away” from either you or me.  On the contrary.  

On this day of rightful celebration, the inevitable challenges that will impact and the 

inevitable changes that will occur at the Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre over the next 40  
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years cannot in any way be permitted to lessen the importance of what the first 40 years of 

our shared history represent in this small corner of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 “In that spirit, we celebrate richly and gladly this day: rejoicing in the achievement of 

the past 40 years, asking blessing for the work of Trinity Catholic and Trinity United in the 

years ahead, committing that future into God’s good and faithful hands and as we do so: 

giving God the glory.  Thanks be to God!” 

     --In Christ, Foster 

TRINITY CATHOLIC PASTOR’S REPORT 

Welcome to the Annual General Meeting.  I have now been at Trinity Catholic for 

almost Eight years.  During the past six years we have continued to develop good relations 

with Reverend Foster Freed and the Trinity United congregation here at the Nanaimo 

Ecumenical Centre.  At special times of the year parishioners from Trinity United and Trinity 

Catholic sing together, such as during the Christmas season, the week of Christian Unity, 

and other special occasions. Preparations began towards the end of 2018 for the NECS 40th 

Anniversary Celebration and came to fruition this past weekend. Both congregations 

celebrated together on Saturday 2nd February, enjoying some entertainment and 

refreshments and then again on Sunday 3rd February, when both congregations met at 

10:30am for a joint service. This beautiful service saw both congregations and their ministers 

jointly celebrate this occasion, along with our invited guests Bishop Gary Gordon and retired 

Bishop Remi DeRoo, after which we all gathered downstairs in the Ecumenical hall for a pot-

luck and ecumenical fellowship. I feel the goodwill and warmth from both Catholics and Trinity 

United members, especially our devoted volunteers, without whom we would struggle to carry 

on many of our ministries. 

In addition, this past year both congregations have continued to work together in 

governing our Centre.  In mindful prayer we will continue to strive together to maintain our 

physical home, and trust that we will be further nourished in the Spirit and strengthened in 

our ability to love and serve the Lord, and one another.     

God Bless, Fr. Jozef Kobos, SDS 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Your governors are pleased to present you with the Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre 

Society’s 2018 Annual Report.  We hope you will be able to join us for your 2019 Annual 

General Meeting on March 17 at 10:00 am down in the Hall.  As an important member, your 

attendance and contributions are essential to our success. 

We did not get everything accomplished in 2018 that we had originally set out to.  

However, what was done was done well.  We deliberately held off on proceeding with the 

Accessibility Projects until the HVAC Project was completely planned and executed, and we 

knew the full extent of the stucco problems that cropped up at the end of 2017.  We did not 

want to run short of funds or, more importantly, dilute our focus. 

It took longer than anticipated to settle on the final plans for the HVAC Project and 

answer everyone’s questions.  As it turned out, changes were made to the Hot Water Project 

as we went along, changes that increased our efficiency and enhanced our service.  We owe 

a debt of gratitude to especially Ken Schmitke and Jim Franklin for spearheading the project 

and shepherding it along the way.  And thanks also go out to Kevin Franklin who volunteered 

his time and efforts for some of the carpentry / drywall work that was needed. 

The HVAC Project did not go over budget.  Indeed, since we decided to scale back 

those parts of the project where the cost benefit became unfavourable, we were able to 

reduce the amount of the Special Assessment by an equivalent amount. 

The expenses incurred for the anticipated Stucco Project turned out to be minimal 

thanks to the wonderful volunteering efforts of Kevin Franklin.  The Maintenance Report 

presents the scope of his efforts repairing and maintaining our building’s envelope.  Kevin’s 

work saved us a potentially expensive project. 

We are also indebted to the Knights of Columbus for their generous support by fully 

planning, executing, and funding the Hall Renovation Project; and also to Wynans Furniture 

& Upholstery in Port Alberni for giving the Knights a very good deal on some of the materials; 

and to Norbert Grillmair for leading the project.  Without the Knights’ initiative and financial 

support, this project would be still wanting for many years off into the future.  We now have 

a space we all can be proud of and enjoy to a much higher level.  I can now hear  
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the person seated across from me at the banquet table.  And as a hopeful sign of good 

things to come, an outside group recently booked the Hall for a Christmas party and was 

pleased at the new look.  They will be back again next year. 

Our Church is celebrating its fortieth birthday in 2019 and is beginning to show her 

age.  The Maintenance Report recounts the actions taken over the year to keep the building 

and you safe.  It, and the Notes in the 2019 Annual Budget, outline what is planned in 2019 

and what is on our radar for the future.  Your observations are vital.  The tricky part is 

evaluating each proposed enhancement and prioritising what ought to be done with the 

limited funds available.  Today, I do not envision taking on any major projects until a roof 

section or two needs replacement.  I do not see that need in the near term and when it comes, 

it ought to be in manageable chunks. 

Obviously, your financial support is vital to maintaining a safe and functional worship 

facility.  However, the dedication of your time and talent is equally important in realizing the 

many dreams of our Ecumenical Union.  Indeed, we all owe a great debt of gratitude to all 

who have contributed this past year, as well as in years gone by.  Thank you for your financial 

support.  Thank you for all your volunteering efforts.  At the tremendous risk of missing 

someone, which I have no doubt committed, I also want to acknowledge some of our other 

recent volunteers whose contributions helped make 2018 the great success it was. 

� To Ted Rickard for his ongoing oversight and maintenance of the Trinity Garden 

Memorial Stone Project. 

� To Bonnie Palfy and her team for organizing the Poinsettia Flower Fund Raiser. 

� To all of you who have supported the Trinity Garden Memorial Stone Project and the 

Poinsettia Flower Fund Raiser.  All proceeds go directly into the Trinity Garden Fund.  

Trinity Garden Funds that are deemed to be in excess of the needs of the garden 

(>$5,000) may be used to help fund an otherwise unfunded, necessary, special project 

costing more than $5,000.  It is through your direct support of these projects and the  
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efforts of Ted and Bonnie and their teams that we will be able to finally carry out the 

much needed Accessibility Projects in 2019. 

� To Valarie Beaudry for weeding Trinity Garden and helping to keep it tidy last summer. 

� To Terry Mahoney and Diane Laporte who graciously took two weeks each and kept the 

Office running smoothly during the summer—giving Sarah some much deserved time to 

spend with her family.  A very generous gesture indeed. 

� And to you who have escaped my memory or even my knowledge – A Big Thank You. 

On a personal note, and on your behalf, I wish to also express our sincerest thanks to: 

� Sarah Dafoe, our Administrative Assistant who does a marvellous job juggling the 

competing needs of our two Churches, society members, and patrons. 

� Brad Luoma, our Custodian, through his company Bradleyfixit.  It is clear that Brad has 

a special dedication to meeting the needs of our Church and for this we are truly 

grateful and pleased.  The standard of care we receive is excellent. For example, after 

cleaning our parking lot after the big December wind storm, he even cleaned Spartan 

Road of debris, “because it is our street too” and he was concerned for your safety. 

� Allison Haapala, our Bookkeeper.  She has been very helpful in continuing to make our 

financial statements more meaningful. 

� My colleagues on the Board of Governors, for the ideas they bring forward and the 

diligent oversight they provide, especially Ken Schmitke head of Maintenance 

Committee.  And to Hugh Sproule, Lee Mason, and Barb Dejonghe who are retiring 

from the board.  Our Society has been truly blessed with the uncountable years of 

service Barb has contributed to the betterment of our community.  Her many 

contributions, oversight, and dedication to the spirit of Ecumenism will be sorely missed. 

It has indeed been a pleasure serving Our Good Lord with you all.  I am looking forward to 

another great year which has already begun with a great 40th Anniversary Celebration.  

Many thanks to all who planned, organized, and participated. 

Respectfully submitted: Jim Loftus  
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MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Difficulties experienced getting our roofer to attend to the needed maintenance issues 

last spring and summer ultimately resulted in another leak during the first big rain in the fall.  

While the repair was then quickly attended to, another issue has only worsened.  The roof 

section over the Chapel and Meeting Rooms retains a bigger pond of water than is desirable.  

The repair to two drains in that roof section has caused the pond to grow deeper and larger.  

We have been advised that ponding ought not to prevail more than 24 hours after a rain 

event.  We have a recommendation to locate an additional roof drain in the low spot.  Come 

spring we will be looking for different solutions. 

A Victoria based company was hired to come and conduct a roof inspection in March.  

Their report identified areas where previously applied caulking needs to be re-done.  It found 

none of the ten roof sections to be in poor condition.  Only the roof sections over the 

Sanctuary, Lounge, and Hall were rated as fair.  While, an inspection by a local company in 

November 2015 advised us to plan to replace the roof sections over the Offices and Front 

Entrance in about 2021, the Victoria company has subsequently rated those sections to be 

still in good condition. 

Two roof access ladders were custom built and installed.  A third is under 

consideration.  This was deemed essential to mitigate a safety concern.  Brad inspects the 

roof many times a year to ensure all the drains are clear.  Unbelievably, household garbage 

has been thrown up on the roof in the not too distant past! 

A large section of stucco failed on the wall between the daycare entrance and the 

Kitchen.  Kevin Franklin volunteered his time and expertise and stripped it off, back to the 

building-block wall in behind. Brad then ground the rough, protruding mortar off the blocks 

and painted the wall.  Kevin also caulked all the edge joint seams between stucco and other 

materials and also caulked the flashing joints around the Narthex windows.  He inspected 

the stucco and windows shielding the Narthex and found the area to be in good repair.  

Kevin’s work saved us a potentially expensive project. 

The Knights of Columbus painted the Hall; removed the green hanging carpet; and 

designed, built, and installed sound dampening panels. 
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To address false alarm security and fire department call-outs, we found it necessary 

to replace the security panel and also all the wireless motion sensors with hard wired units.  

A security mirror was installed in the Office. 

To address complications arising from new FCC regulations and licensing protocols, 

we replaced our wireless lapel and handheld microphones. 

Magnetic door holders have been installed on many doors.  For your personal safety 

(and to help protect our Church) in the event of a fire, we ought not to leave the primary Fire 

Door propped open when unattended. 

We extended the hand rails in the Stairwell down to the Hall, providing an extra bit of 

stability for those who could use it. 

Over the last few years we have steadily and significantly upped the carpet cleaning 

regime.  All carpets and runners were steam cleaned again this year and the high traffic areas 

were steam cleaned at least four times.  Also, the Sanctuary chairs were cleaned. 

Brad also pressure washed parts of the exterior of our building and the parking lot.  

We have found that Brad’s regular cleaning of the parking lot has made a huge difference in 

reducing the amount of dirt and debris that gets tracked into our Church. 

There were only minor repairs to the rental property this year.  We replaced the 

refrigerator; some electrical sockets, light switches, and thermostat; and some gravel on the 

driveway. 

MAINTENANCE PLANS FOR 2019 

In February, we plan to begin the Accessibility Washroom Upgrade Project.  We will 

be moving the entrance and aligning it with the outer entrance; replacing the door with a 

wider one that swings outwards permitting access for motorized wheelchairs; removing the 

pony wall; adding new flooring, sink, counter, and baby  change table; installing an 

automatic door closer; and finishing up with a fresh coat of paint.  Also, for the Lower Level 

Accessibility Washroom, we will be re-hanging the door so that it opens outwards. 
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Our second Accessibility Improvement Project for 2019 will be to add push button 

door openers and re-design and replace the thresholds on the two main Upper Level 

Entrances (south and east doors). 

We need to find a roofer and a plumber who will come and add a new roof drain 

without creating a big lip.  Some caulking repair is also required. 

We will be looking to replace the fan in the Kitchen with a quieter, higher volume unit 

and re-design the vent cover. 

We also need to paint some of the stucco that has been prone to mildew.  Those 

stucco areas were cleaned late last summer.  We will be painting the Hallway ceiling to 

cover up the water stains.  There is also a plan to strip and paint two small rectangular 

sections on the Sanctuary projection walls.  (Some further discussion and concurrence is 

required.)  Beyond that, the budget will not accommodate additional painting other than 

touch ups. 

A few of the fluorescent energy efficient light bulbs in the Sanctuary have burnt out.  

We will be replacing all the top bulbs in all the hanging light fixtures with the next 

generation LEDs.  There will be a few of the fluorescent bulbs left over and we will replace 

some of the bulbs in the Narthex with these in an effort to brighten up our greeting space. 

We will be installing emergency lighting in all the washrooms. 

It has been two years since we have come together for an ecumenical grounds 

clean-up work bee.  We are hopeful you will be receptive to coming together to help this 

spring.  Also, the chairs in the Hall need cleaning.  Brad is hoping we can get together and 

help him knock that off on a fine day this late spring or summer. 

Respectfully submitted: Ken Schmitke and Brad Luoma 
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HVAC PROJECT 

The original Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Project encompassed: the 

replacement of six gas-fired furnaces; the addition of new air ducts to bring fresh air into all 

areas of the building; the replacement of various window mounted air conditioners and fans 

with one heat pump for the Office and Narthex areas; the addition of ceiling fans in the 

Sanctuary and Hall; the addition of a fresh air duct to, and also the improvement of air 

evacuation from, the Kitchen; and the conversion of two electric hot water tanks (one is 

integral to the dish washer) to gas-fired hot water on-demand units. 

The project objectives were to improve air quality throughout the building and reduce 

both our electrical and gas consumption.  The existing furnaces had reached the end of their 

expected life and were inefficient.  Also, we are at capacity for electrical supply to our building.  

Upgrading to a greater supply is expensive, likely in the $70,000 range.  Managing the 

electrical demand in our building has been a challenge, especially on the Lower Level.  The 

regular hot water tank that has been disconnected will be moved over to the rental house to 

replace one that has surpassed its life expectancy.  Importantly, projected energy savings 

are expected to pay for the project. 

We replaced most vent covers and rectified a number of situations where vent 

openings were obstructed.  Also, two of the furnaces are configured to easily accommodate 

the addition of up to two additional heat pumps in the future, should that be desired and the 

electrical supply can accommodate such a project. 

Room temperature is now computer controlled by Sarah in the Office—only.  It is 

essential that all meetings and building usage is booked through Sarah in advance.  Failure 

to do so not only creates security issues, but may well result in an environment cooler than 

desired.  Also, there is a learning curve in calibrating the equipment.  Should you find the 

room is either too warm or too cool, please let Sarah know as soon after your event as 

possible, so that we can work towards providing you with a more pleasant experience in the 

future. 

After the new furnaces were installed, and we observed the anticipated better air 

circulation within the building, we determined that the cost benefit of adding ceiling fans to 

the Sanctuary and to the Hall was not worth it.  So we eliminated both from the project. 
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Also, the price tag for Kitchen ventilation came in at a whopping $55,403 (plus city 

fees), exclusive of an integrated fire suppression system (which would be mandatory if we 

were to swap out the existing electric stoves for gas stoves).  It cost us $3,321 to figure that 

out.  Also, a proposed ventilation hood for the dishwasher came in at $16,296.  So, no 

progress was made on improving Kitchen ventilation in 2018.  Going forward, we will be 

looking to install a better exhaust fan and different vent covers.  It won’t be great, but should 

be better than what we have. 

One on-demand hot water unit is dedicated to all but one of the washrooms.  And we 

plan to repurpose a piece of water re-circulation equipment and add a timer so that hot water 

will arrive at the Upper Level Washrooms in about half the time we currently experience.  The 

other hot water on-demand unit is dedicated for the Kitchens and is set at the much higher 

temperature needed for the dishwasher.  The plumbing aspects were much more expensive 

than anticipated due to designing more efficient hot water delivery solutions. 

There will be some minor expenses finishing up the Hot Water Project in February 

and also installing a better fan and vent covers in the Kitchen.  These expenses will be 

covered by the 2019 Maintenance Budget. 
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HVAC Project Financial Summary 

 Budget Cost Projected 

Rebates   

Net Cost 

Furnaces & Heat Pump $60,000 $56,248 $3,000 $53,248 

Gas Hot Water $15,000 $18,261 $   995 $17,266 

Sanctuary, Hall, & Kitchen 

Air 

$19,000 $  3,321  $  3,321 

Total $94,000 $77,830 $3,995 $73,835 

 

Source of Funds 

 Budget Actual 

Special Assessment TU & 

TC 

$60,000 $40,000 

NECS $34,000 $34,000 

Total $94,000 $74,000 

 

Respectfully submitted: Jim Loftus 

 

 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

 

 The fiscal period of January 1st, 2018 to December 31st, 2018 came to an end with the 

completion of the HVAC (Furnaces, Hot Water, Kitchen Air Projects). Quotes and invoices 

were accepted. The projects were completed by year end. The result is better air quality 

along with a much improved heating system. 

Respectfully submitted: Bob Smith 
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NANAIMO ECUMENICAL SOCIETY COMPARATIVE INCOME STATEMENT
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2019 BUDGET 
 
 Projects on the table during 2019 include thresholds, accessibility door opener (upper 
level), accessibility washroom upgrades, roof drains and caulking and repairs. In conclusion 
I wish to offer my appreciation to Allison Haapala for the job she does in the accounting of 
our financials. Also thanks to Jim Loftus and the rest of the governors for their support and 
assistance during the 2018 fiscal year. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, Robert Smith, Treasurer 
asurer.
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NANAIMO ECUMENICAL CENTRE SOCIETY 

MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (39th) 

Sunday 18th March, 2018 at 10:00am in the hall 

 

PRESENT: Chairperson: Jim Loftus. Members: Barb Dejonghe, Joe Dumas, Jim 

 Franklin, Lee Mason, Aurel Muego, Bob Smith, Hugh Sproule, Ken Schmitke.  

Clergy: Rev. Foster Freed, Fr. Jozef Kobos, SDS.  Staff: Sarah Dafoe 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING PRAYER 

The thirty-ninth meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Jim Loftus, at 10:06am. Rev. 

Foster Freed presented the opening prayer. 

 

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF 2017/2018 BOARD 

Chairperson, Jim Loftus, welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced all those 

present at the head table. The founding members were asked to stand and be recognized, 

Mel and Heather Wills, Ed and Doris Landry, Art Robinson, Marianne Stone, Stella 

Robinson and Pat Young were the founding members present at the AGM. Birthday 

wishes were extended to Pat Young who just celebrated his 83rd birthday the day before. 

Grand Knight Ed McDonald invited everyone to further celebrate Pat Young’s birthday 

with cake at the end of the meeting. Pat’s son Ken was also present and acknowledged 

for his time and painting of the building when it was first constructed. 

 

3. CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 

There was a quorum of people in attendance. The four sign-up sheets which are 

appended, indicate 63 in attendance, including 33 Trinity United members and 30 Trinity 

Catholic members.  
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4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: of March 12, 2017 

 

4.1 Adoption of Previous Minutes: 

 There were no additions or corrections to the minutes. 

MOTION: To receive the minutes of the NECS AGM of March 12, 2017 as published. 

       M/S: Heather Wills / Stella Robinson  Carried.  

 

5. RECEIPT OF THE 2017 NECS ANNUAL REPORT 

MOTION: To accept receipt of the 2017 NECS Annual Report. 

       M/S: Nora Loftus / Mary Rickard   Carried.  

 

MOTION: To accept addendum for Grounds & Security Report. 

       M/S: Aurel Muego / Hugh Sproule   Carried.  

 

• The Knights of Columbus painted the hall in January. Thanks was given to the Knights 

as well as appreciation for the $847.25 cheque towards the cost of the paint.  

 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

No old business  
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7. NEW BUSINESS 

• Heather Wills from TU voiced her concerned over parking issues and would like to 

see painted yellow lines to prevent parking on the hill. Heather to discuss details with 

the custodian. 

• Angela Watters from TC also had concerts of parking along Spartan Road as it is 

dangerous to people walking down along the road when everyone is departing after 

Mass. 

• Betty Bordal from TU, commented that a partial solution to parking problem is for 

people to use just one parking spot, instead of two at a time.  

• Brad Luoma the NECS Custodian and TU member, suggested that people make a 

right hand turn onto Metral, as waiting to make a left turn creates a backup along 

Spartan Road. Turning right would save time and by accessing the highway exit in 

front of the SuperStore turning back around is simple. 

• Ed Landry from TC commented on the effective lighting that has been used in the west 

parking lot and asked if the same will be done for the east parking lot. Jim Loftus 

responded that although it is possible, there are different costs associated with the 

project as the area is lower than the west side, this is the first request received for 

better lighting on the east side, costs would be around $8000 which is not in the current 

budget.  

• Lorna Fulton from TU, Rev. Foster is having to park by the front door of the building, 

as the dedicated parking spot for the Minister is often unavailable and being used. 

There are two spots marked reserved for the Minister and the Priest. Nora Loftus from 

TC commented that there are a number of handicapped spots next to the reserved 

parking area and users are not able to see the markings on the ground, signage on 

the wall may be seen better. Jim Loftus responded that the issue will be raised at 

board level and discussed with the clergy.  
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8. OTHER BUSINESS 

• Brad Luoma thanked Ken Schmitke for installing the stairwell handrails, for his efforts 

with fixing the projectors in the sanctuary and the light installation project in the parking 

lot.  

• It was noted that the need for stairwell handrails was raised three years ago by an 

unknown parishioner, therefore clarification was not able to be obtained until recently. 

Clear communication is the key to ensure action can be taken.  

• Since the painting of the hall, further conversations around the hall acoustics have 

evolved. Sound quality in the room is not good for the spoken word, there are two 

ways to improve this, either by building sound dampening screens, or by using a better 

quality sound system for the hall. The Knights would like to enhance the hall for 

everyone’s use and have committed up to $3000 for improving the sound. The 

creation of a committee is required to investigate the options and costs involved. 

Anyone interested should contact Jim Loftus directly. 

• The first service at the Ecumenical Centre was on Christmas Eve 1978, with the official 

opening of the building on February 4th 1979. Therefore the date of February 3rd 2019 

has been chosen to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the NECS. Bishop Gordon has 

been invited and Bishop Remi will also be extended an invitation. Both church councils 

will be involved in creating celebrations, suggestions currently include a talent shown, 

dinner and a joint choir event. Ideas from the congregation members are encouraged 

and a committee will be formed.  

 

9. 2018/2019 BOARD MEMBERS 

• Ken Schmitke, Fr. Jozef, Rev. Foster, Bob Smith, Jim Loftus, Lee Mason, Dan 

Tettamanti, Barb Dejonghe and Hugh Sproule will continue on as board members. 

New members welcomed to the board included Garth Whittome from Trinity United on 

a two year term, Joan Stone and Mike Paterson from Trinity Catholic on two year 

terms, and Mick Brzoza and Jainshaw also from Trinity Catholic for one year terms. 
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• Recognitions were made to the retiring board members, Aurel Muego, Joe Dumas, 

Ken Koury, Lou Salvosa and Jim Franklin were all acknowledged for their time and 

service to the Board. 

 

10. DATE OF NEXT YEARS’ AGM – March 17, 2019 (St. Patrick’s Day)  

 

11. CLOSING PRAYER 

 A closing prayer was conducted by Father Jozef. 

 

MOTION: To adjourn 

       M/S: Terry Finch / Ivan Suski   Carried.  

 

12. MEETING  ADJOURNED 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 am by Jim Loftus. 

 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________  

      Jim Loftus, Chairperson of the Board  Sarah Dafoe, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 



28 
 

 

 

 

THE DREAM THAT BECAME A REALITY 

Written by Marie Gravelle 

 

 This past February the Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre (NEC), celebrated its’ 40th 

Anniversary.  A dream, over 4 years in the making, under unusual circumstances, came to 

fruition February 4th, 1979, when the NEC Society held its’ first combined Dedication Service.  

So unique was this particular Ecumenical association of two faith groups that the Ecumenical 

Service of Thanksgiving one year later, was recorded and televised on ‘Meeting Place: 

Canadians at Worship’, hosted by Donald Henderson.  

 It was forty years ago when the Catholic and United churches, came together to share 

one goal. The land where the Centre now stands, purchased three years prior, was to be the 

location for the new Catholic Church. However in 1975 it became an Ecumenical project 

when Rev.  Les Clark of the Lantzville Wellington United Churches approached the Catholic 

priest, Fr. John Zuderwijk of St. Peter’s Church, to discuss the possibility of building an 

Ecumenical Centre.  Rev. Clark was heartened to learn Fr. John had entertained a similar 

vision, because both parishes needed a new place of worship. Could it work? 

 The Ecumenical Centre would be jointly owned and the financial costs equally shared 

by both churches, assuring financial savings for each. But the daunting question remained.  

Could the two groups happily build and share the same physical space, while still maintaining 

and honouring their own liturgical traditions?  

 After careful deliberation and months of quiet reflection, they were prepared to meet 

their parishioners to check out their opinion of this venture and pose the question.  Although 

scepticism was evident, the majority were supportive. A Board of Governors from each 

congregation was appointed then, and along with may other dedicated parishioners, met 

regularly to plan the building process, determine the “Needs” of both Faith groups and 

arrange the financing. A separate building committee was also formed. 

 The Project moved forward with the approval of the Bishop, and the understanding 

that the Church would also be used as a meeting place to serve the community, which would 

enable many Christian groups from different backgrounds to use the Facility, for Social, 

Recreational and Learning purposes.  
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 The Journey of the “Dream was a challenging one, driven by the Spirit of countless 

hard working Volunteers generous trades people, enlightened designers, Leaders and the 

willingness to “compromise”.  

 The Ecumenical Center celebrated this memorable occasion over two days, Saturday 

February 2nd with entertainment and a social gathering, followed on Sunday with a combined 

Service. In attendance was Catholic Bishop Gary Gordon and parish priest FR. Kobos, 

together with United minister Rev. Freed. The Special guest speaker was Remi de Roo, who 

was instrumental then, and still is, an active voice for the Ecumenical Spirit.  

 After 40 years we look forward with pride and Faith that we will continue to work 

together in the same wonderful spirit of Christian harmony. 

 


