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Inside This Edition 

• President-Elect’s Message 

• Prayers and Reflections 
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Trinity CWL Executive 

President:  Huguette Fox   

     

President-Elect:  Nora Loftus    
      

1st Vice President:  Jane Wardrop   

      

2nd Vice President: Rosanna Van Reeuwyk  

      

Secretary:  Vacant—Temporarily filled by Cathy Brzoza 

     

Treasurer:  Louise Coombe  

      

Spiritual Development:  Mary Adachi  

      

Hospitality Chair:  Cathy Brzoza 

    

Community Life: Maureen Lowden 

 

Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Jozef  

 

To leave a message for any CWL executive 
call 250-390-2612   (Trinity Catholic Church) 

CWL MISSION STATEMENT 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its 

members to grow in faith, and to witness to the 

love of God through ministry and service. 

May has long been designated the month of Mary in the Church. 
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 GOD IS LOVE  (Where did my Faith come from?) 

These three little words speak volumes to me and on this beautiful 

spring afternoon, I would like to share with you how important they 

are to me.  I was born into a very loving Canadian/Irish family of eight -  Mom and Dad and their six daugh-

ters.  I had a really happy family and we did everything together.  Grandparents, parents, kids, aunts, uncles 

and cousins, we were all one big happy family.  We all went to the same Catholic girls’ school and my cousin 

Harry, the lone boy in the family, went to the same Catholic boys’ school as his uncles had attended.  Every 

Sunday we would all gather at Granny and Pap’s house for Sunday dinner.  It was loud, it was funny, it was 

delicious and always the best day of the week.  My Mom and her sisters-in-law would help Granny prepare 

the dinner with all kinds of delectable dishes, and fresh bread that my Grandmother baked for all of us that 

morning.  She baked sixteen loaves of bread everyday including the day she passed away.  There were four-

teen girls and only one boy cousin.  The ladies definitely outnumbered the men but there was so much love 

between  us all you could only say “Thank you Lord for our many blessings.” 

One of the strongest memories I have of my Mother and Father was that every night (including the many 

nights they had to attend special banquets or meetings) we would, all six of us girls, gather around Mom and 

Dad’s bed in their bedroom and say the Rosary.  I loved those nightly prayers and even though the Second 

World War was over, we prayed every night for the soldiers in the war and for our family members who had 

passed away; we asked God to bless them in heaven.  To this day, I still finish my Rosary prayers with an ex-

tra prayer for soldiers fighting around the world and my family in heaven. 

My parents were wonderful writers and poets.  Many nights, rather than 

watch TV, they would play cards in the kitchen and between rounds they 

would write poetry to each other or to us kids.  Dad was more along the 

skills of Ogden Nash, Dr. Seuss or a good jingle whereas Mom wrote beau-

tiful prose with humour and heart.  In later years my Mom became quite 

ill.  I was attending University in Seattle but returned home to help Mom 

recover.  Mom entered the hospital as she had a circulatory issue and they 

were worried she would lose her leg.  While in the hospital Dad would 

send her, in a bud vase, an orchid a day.  That was her favourite flower.  He 

would include a note that just said ILY.  She was in the hospital a very long 

time but recovered and returned home.  Many years later I went on the 

hunt for their poems.  Like a thief in the night I raided her desk and found 

many poems of hers to him and him to her.  I also found all the ILY cards 

that were included with her orchids.  I put together a bound book of their 

poems, in their own handwriting, and after each poem I had one of the 

many ILY cards. 

From the President-Elect’s Desk 
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Amongst the many poems she wrote was a diary of many topics or thoughts for the day.  Bur one really 

stood out to me.  In bold letters she wrote GOD IS LOVE.  These very words helped a very busy mother on 

the days she was harassed by little ones and big ones.  The many times her girls would be late to the dinner 

table because they were on the phone or busy studying.  How about the times she would walk into the kitch-

en and there would be a cupboard door open or a drawer sticking with no one around to close to close 

them.  All she would say was “GOD IS LOVE,” followed by the loud banging of the then closed cupboards.  

She was after all still just a Mom. 

That the was the gift we repeatedly received from my Mother, her deep and unerring belief in Our Lord and 

the Blessed Virgin.  She was always thankful and her mantra was always “GOD IS LOVE.”  I think of the many 

times it must have been hard raising six girls but Mom never once complained and she always made sure we 

said our Rosary.  My Mom passed away when I was five month pregnant with my first born.  There isn’t a 

day that goes by that I don’t think of her but I also have no doubt that she rests in our Lord’s loving arms and 

watches over her six girls, twenty grandchildren, eighteen great-grandchildren and still counting.   

God has indeed given us His love and on this Mother’s Day weekend, I want to thank Him for all our Moth-

ers.  Yes, indeed “God is Love.” 

Happy Mother’s Day, Mom. ILY 

 

Submitted by Nora Loftus,  

President-Elect 

 

 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for the month of May: 

“The world of finance:  Let us pray that those in charge of finance will 

work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citi-

zens from its dangers.” 
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Prayer of Pope Francis for an End to the Pandemic 

For centuries, Catholics have dedicated the Month of May to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  In honouring Mary, we are drawn closer to Jesus, filling us with deeper 

understanding of Him, and His sacrifice for us.  She is a bridge to her Diving Son.  

She is our intercessor.  Pope Francis has placed the world, and all those affected 

by the pandemic, in the hands of Mary.  Through her intercession, with the power 

of prayer, it is his heartfelt wish that the COVID-19 pandemic will soon come to an 

end. 

 Pope Francis has shared a prayer to Mary for the month of May: 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of 

God and Our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amidst this corona virus pandemic.  Comfort those who are dis-

traught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.  Be 

close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the 

disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the 

consequences for the economy and employment.  Mother of God and Our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father 

of Mercies, that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  Plead with your divine 

Son, as you did at Cana, so that families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to 

confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the front line of this emergency, and are 

risking their lives to save others.  Support their heroic effort and grant them strength generosity, and continued 

health.  Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidel-

ity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective 

solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude, and generosity, they may come to the aid of those lacking 

the basic necessities of life, and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidari-

ty. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will 

instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the fu-

ture. 

Beloved Mother, help us to realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that 

unites us all so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty 

and need.  Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress, and pray that God will stretch out His all-

powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, 

O Sweet Virgin Mary. 

Amen 
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What’s Happening in Trinity CWL? 

 Here’s what some of our members have been busy with recently! 

Congratulations 

this month go out to Rosanna and 

her husband John! 

Another fine knitted scarf and hat produced by 

Maureen for the homeless.  Way to go, Maureen! 

 

Meals for Father Jozef 

Father Jozef continues to make a good recov-

ery.  He is very grateful to everyone who has 

provided him with nourishing suppers.   

Meals are needed for Monday and Thursday.  

Huguette has made a schedule.  For more information or to volun-

teer a meal, please contact Huguette. 

Youth Group Bookmark Project 

 

 

 

 

 

The bookmarks for the Youth Group end of year gifts have 

been completed!  A beautiful keepsake the children will cher-

ish for years to come.  Good job Cathy Brzoza! 

Verse on front, names on 

back 

Congratulations to 

Christa Grillmair on 

the publication of her 

article:  “What is 

Truth? A Reflection on 

Fratelli Tutti” in the 

Spring issue of The 

Canadian League 

Magazine.  We were 

able to enjoy reading her informative reflection 

for the first time in our own Trinity CWL News-

letter in December.  It is a real achievement for 

Christa to now have her words shared with all 

our sisters across Canada.  Way to go, Christa! 
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The Last Page 

 

 

REMINDERS 

• Membership dues for 2021 are now due.  $40.00   

• Fill out and send your membership forms to Nora 

• Next General Meeting is June 22 at 1 pm by ZOOM 

 

 

      From the Editor: 

This will be our last Newsletter until September.  Thank you to all 

who contributed articles and made suggestions for what content to in-

clude.  I hope the Newsletter achieved its goal of informing, enlighten-

ing, entertaining and inspiring.  See you in September! 

Rosanna 

Contributed by Maureen Lowden 


